
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COVID-19: Suspension of Debt Collection by NYS 

Syracuse     Ithaca    New York City                                 March 2020 

On March 17, 2020, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and AƩorney General LeƟƟa James announced that effecƟve 
immediately, the State will temporarily halt the collecƟon of medical and student debt owed to the State and 
referred to the Office of the AƩorney General (OAG) for collecƟon from March 16, 2020 through April 15, 2020.   
 
No applicaƟon is necessary for this suspension of medical and student debt owed to the State.  AŌer this 30‐day 
period, the OAG will reassess the needs of State residents for addiƟonal extensions.  
 
The temporary policy will also automaƟcally suspend the accrual of interest and collecƟon of fees on all 
outstanding State medical and student debt referred to the OAG for collecƟon.  
 
AddiƟonally, the OAG will accept applicaƟons for suspension of all other types of debt owed to the State.  Any 
persons or businesses that owe non‐medical and non‐student debts to the State that have been referred to the 
OAG for collecƟon and liƟgaƟon and that have been financially impacted by COVID‐19 may complete and submit 
an applicaƟon to be considered for certain forms of relief, including relief from collecƟon acƟvity, interest accrual, 
and assessment of collecƟon fees.  
 
The applicaƟon is available on the OAG's website: hƩps://ag.ny.gov/covid‐19‐debt‐suspension‐applicaƟon 
 

 
# # # 

 
 

For more coronavirus related Legal Alerts, please visit our website at:   
http://bhlawpllc.com/important-coronavirus-information/  

 

For more informaƟon or to discuss how current changes to laws and regulaƟons will 
impact you or your business, please call or email: 
 

Jane Yue Zhang     Ph: 315.701.6426     jzhang@bhlawpllc.com 
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